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I.  Introduction and Brief Overview  
 
The Danes view Copenhagen as the environmental Capitol of Europe and prides 
themselves of being the first country in the world to establish a ministry of environmental 
affairs, in 1972.  Further cementing Denmark's central position in the field of 
environmental policy were the October 1994 opening of the European Environment Agency 
in Copenhagen. Denmark's commitment derives from a genuine broad popular interest in 
the environment and is a major tenant of the ruling Social Democratic Party.  Danish 
funding for environmental purposes reflects this priority.  According to the OECD, Denmark 
is the world's largest per capita spender on environmental protection with an annual 
environmental budget is in the region of $3 billion or about 2 percent of GNP.  Regardless 
of the part of the environment being protected, Danish policy is always to prevent pollution 
at the source, rather than to focus on end-of-pipe solutions. 
  
Favorable political conditions and ample funding have served as a catalyst for development 
of a progressive and technologically advanced local industry, which includes not only an 
equipment manufacturing segment, but also a very substantial engineering and 
consultancy component.  Working hand in hand, Danish manufacturers and service 
companies have achieved a significant foothold in the international environmental market 
place.  They have been especially successful the Baltic region, fueled by Danish 
Government funding and encouraged by the Danish national interest in these waters.  
 
II.  Market Size (millions of dollars) 
 
Table 1 

1998 



 
Local Production              640 
Imports      130 
Exports      320 
Total Market               450 
 
Imports from the US                   8 
 
The above table of statistics are unofficial "best estimates", compiled from interviews with 
the local business community.  The relatively low U.S. market share is due to fierce 
competition from local and third country firms. 
 
III.  Market Analysis  
 
A)  Air Pollution Control 
 
Stationary Sources:  
Unlike most other European countries, Denmark has little heavy industry. The vast 
majority of Danish enterprises employ fewer than 50 people and fewer than 100 Danish 
industrial enterprises employ more than 500 people.  This corporate structure, in itself, 
limits air pollution. 
 
In cooperation with Danish industry, Danish legislators in 1974 identified the most 
polluting and potentially most polluting industrial enterprises in the country.  No such 
enterprise were allowed to be established or to expand without a government 
environmental certification specifying the legal level of pollutants permitted.  The 
legislation of the 1990's still utilizes such lists of companies. It now contain about 10,000 
enterprises.   Apart from general compliance with environmental legislation, all these 
companies must be individually environmentally certified prior to year 2002.  More than 
half are now certified (approved).  Most  large Danish companies have signed the 
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) environmental charter "The Business Charter 
for Sustainable Development".  Some have gone even further and undergone green audits 
to certify their environmental management under British Standard (BS 7750) or ISO 
14001.  Others are in the process of implementing the Eco-Audit to comply with future EU 
regulations.               
With a basically clean industrial base, energy production and consumption is a primary 
Danish target in reducing air pollution.  Central power plants account for 40% of total 
carbon dioxide emissions. Since the 1970's local pollution has decreased considerably due 
a number of measures, including continuous upgrading of emission standards for power 
plants, regulation of sulphur in fuels, higher smokestacks, switches to district heating and 
increased utilization of natural gas.  Further initiatives, which include additional 
regulations, grants for energy savings and a CO2 tax, should continue to reduce pollution 
from energy sources.   
 



Mobile Sources/Transportation:   
Denmark's cities cover about 5% of its total area, but contain 85% of the population.  
About 25% of the area of the cities is dedicated to traffic.  The Danish transportation 
sector accounts for about 20% of total energy consumption and is receiving increased 
environmental attention.  Although Denmark has an excellent public transportation system, 
about 80% of all passenger miles are traveled by automobile.  An even higher percentage 
of inland transportation of goods is done by truck and in total, road traffic increases by 2-
3% annually.  However, reductions in fuel consumption of modern engines and the 
mandatory use of  catalytic converters on all new cars lessen the environmental impact of 
the automobile population growth.  
 
Table 2 
 
Most recent present and projected energy consumption data, by type of fuel: 
 
 

1998   2005    
 
Oil        45%    40% 
Coal        41%    23% 
Natural Gas                   5%    27% 
Biomass        5%    10% 
Total Energy Consumption                 800 PJ   750 PJ    
 
(*) PJ = Peta Joule = 23,900 tons oil equivalent    
 
B)  Water/Waste Water Treatment 
 
Water-Quality Maintenance and Monitoring:   
The waters surrounding Denmark are monitored by 1,282 measuring stations.  Recent data 
shows that only 56 stations indicated suspect or unacceptable water quality: 95.6% of the 
stations reported acceptable water quality.               Variations from year to year now 
depend more on the volume of rain than on actual spillage of contaminated water. 
 
Denmark relies on ground water for 99% of its drinking water. Annual consumption is just 
over 500 million cubic meters.  Ground water quality is therefore of paramount importance 
and is monitored in 67 regions, each with more than 1,000 filters.  The largest sources of 
contamination are pesticides and nitrates and the villain is farming.  Measures have long 
since been taken to improve the quality of ground water, streams and lakes, but the 
nature of the pollution makes the remediation process a very slow one.  
 
Waste Water Treatment:  
In addition to almost 500 lakes (larger than 50,000 square meters), Denmark is virtually 
surrounded by water. It is located at the mouth of the Baltic Sea, a   relatively shallow 



marine area in which the water is completely renewed only every 25-30 years. More than 
80 million people live in the Baltic littoral.  Thus, waste water treatment became a priority 
very early in Denmark.  The last few decades have seen major investment in construction  
and expansion of treatment plants to improve the quality of water in the Danish 
waterways, lakes  and costal waters.  A major Aquatic Environment Plan for 1988-95, 
calling for a 50% reduction in nitrogen discharges and an 80% reduction of phosphorus 
emissions, has now been fully      implemented.  Major new investments in this area are 
not foreseen in the near future.  Danish concern for clean water, however, long ago 
extended to cover the entire Baltic region, and is backed by substantial financing.  For 
instance, Denmark subsidized the construction of 16 large waste water treatment plants in 
the former East Bloc Baltic littoral with a combined capacity larger than that of the greater 
Copenhagen area. 
 
C)  Waste Management and Contaminated-Soil Remediation 
 
Urban and Industrial Waste:  
Denmark, with a population of 5.2 million people, produces just over 10 million tons of 
waste annually.  Industry and trade account for roughly 25%, households for 25%, the 
construction industry for 25%, sewage sludge for 10% and residues from energy 
production for 15%.  Recycling receives top priority among waste management methods.  
The target is to recycle 50% of  all waste, not including any form of incineration.  The 
lowest priority is given to landfill disposal as it makes no use of waste as a resource. 
 
Local authorities are responsible for the collection and disposal of commercial and 
household waste.  Household collection schemes may be operated either by the local 
authorities themselves or by private waste contractors, while the disposal of commercial 
waste is generally private.  Waste producers must follow local authority waste disposal 
directives and use local authority collection schemes.  In 1998, there were a total of 33 
joint local authority waste management companies with activities ranging from the 
operation of landfill sites to complete waste management service including transport, 
operation of incineration plants, and recycling centers. 
 
Treatment and Disposal of Hazardous Waste:   
For the last 20 years, Denmark has had an almost monopoly like system for the collection 
and disposal of industrial oil and chemical waste, which is about 2% of total waste.  Most 
of such waste was treated by Kommunekemi A/S, a joint local authority processing plant, 
receiving waste from 19 main reception centers throughout the country.    However, a 
growing number of alternative processing and recycling operators are  being established 
and these now treat close to half of the total hazardous waste volume. 
 
Special clinical waste (hospitals, dentists, laboratories, etc.) is only 0.1% of total waste.  It 
is defined as infectious waste, sharp objects, and biological waste and is separated from 
other  waste into special systems with special requirements for packaging and handling.  



Collection is often contracted out to private companies and collection schemes vary greatly 
from one municipality to the other.        
 
IV.  Market Opportunities for U.S. Firms  
 
The potential for U.S. firms wishing to operate in Denmark is more promising in strategic 
alliances, services and consulting, rather than direct export of manufactured goods.  Best 
prospects for manufactured goods include measuring and surveying instruments, 
computers and software for measuring instruments, absorption installations, dosing 
equipment and filters and filtration equipment. 
 
Very few U.S. firms maintain a direct presence in the Danish environmental arena.  By far 
the largest is Waste Management, Denmark, which operates several fully owned 
subsidiaries and employs several hundred people.  
   
U.S. companies wishing to enter the Danish market are likely to find it advantageous to 
enter into a strategic alliance with a Danish company.  This strategy offers the additional 
advantage of providing an excellent base for entering the developing eastern European 
market.  Since 1991, Denmark has operated a subsidy scheme for environmental activities 
in Central and Eastern Europe.  Approved project-specific subsidies exceeded $120 million 
by 1998, and generated investments of about of $700 million, an investment ratio of 6 to 
1.  The program is administered by the Danish Environmental Protection Agency and is 
intended to reduce pollution in Central and Eastern Europe and thus the transboundary 
pollution reaching Denmark.     
 
Although the Danish environmental market is very competitive and small by international 
standards, it offers the advantage of being very receptive to environmental investment.  
Acquisition of an existing Danish company can prove the best method of entering the 
market.   
 
V.  List of Environment-related Contacts in Denmark 
 
American Embassy: 
The Commercial Service 
American Embassy 
Dag Hammarskjolds Alle 24 
DK-2100 Copenhagen – Denmark 
Tel: (011) (45) 35 55 3144 
Fax (011) (45) 35 42 0175 
Contact: Rizwan Khaliq, Senior Commercial Officer 
   Per B. Seehusen, Senior Commercial Specialist 
 
Danish Government and Private Sector Organizations: 
 



Ministry of Environment  and  Energy 
Slotholmsgade 12 
1216  Copenhagen K. 
Tel: (011) (45) 33 92 3388 
Fax: (011)(45) 33 32 2227 
   
Danish Environmental Protection Agency 
Strandgade 29 
1401  Copenhagen K. 
Tel: (011)(45) 32 66 0100 
Fax: (011)(45) 32 66 0479 
 
Dakofa 
Vester Farimagsgade 29 
1780  Copenhagen V. 
Tel: (011)(45) 33 15 6565 
Fax: (011(45) 33 93 7171 
(Danish Waste Management Association) 
 
Ren Sam 
Haandvaerkervej 66 
4000  Roskilde 
Tel: (011)(45) 46 75 6661 
Fax: (011)(45) 46 75 6482 
The Association of Joint Municipal 
Waste Companies in Denmark 
 
Rendan A/S 
Gladsaxevej 376 
2860  Soborg 
Tel: (011)(45) 39 66 1200 
Fax: (011)(45) 39 66 1600 
Danish Environmental Management 
and Information Center 
 
Green City Denmark 
Torvet 
7400  Herning 
Tel: (011)(45) 97 21 6400 
Fax: (011)(45) 97 21 7421 
 
Confederation of Danish Industries 
Environmental Technologies Division 
H.C. Andersens Boulevard 18 



1787  Copenhagen V. 
Tel: (011)(45) 33 77 3377 
Fax: (011)(45) 33 32 5216 
 
Major Equipment and Service Suppliers: 
 
FLS Miljo     
Ramsingvej 30    
2500  Valby     
Tel: (011)(45) 36 18 1100    
Fax: (011)(45) 36 17 174599       
 
Danfoss System Controls 
Horkaer 12B 
2730  Herlev 
Tel: (011)(45) 42 84 1622 
Fax: (011)(45) 42 84 9700  
 
Niro A/S 
Gladsaxevej 305 
2860  Soborg 
Tel: (011)(45) 39 69 1011 
Fax: (011)(45) 39 69 1414 
 
Haldor Topsoe A/S 
Nymollevej 55 
2800  Lyngby 
Tel: (011)(45) 45 27 2000 
Fax: (011)(45) 45 27 2999 
 
Birch & Krogboe 
Vestre Stationsvej 21 
5000  Odense C. 
Tel: (011)(45) 66 13 1526 
Fax: (011)(45) 66 13 1898 
 
Carl Bro Gruppen 
Granskoven 8 
2600  Glostrup 
Tel: (011)(45) 43 96 8011 
Fax: (011)(45) 43 96 0055 
 
Cowiconsult A/S 
Parallelvej 15 



2800  Lyngby 
Tel: (011)(45) 45 97 2211 
Fax: (011)(45) 45 97 2212 
 
Rambøll 
Bredevej 2 
2830  Virum 
Tel: (011)(45) 45 98 6000 
Fax: (011)(45) 45 98 6700 
 
Puritek A/S 
Glarmestervej 2-4 
8600  Silkeborg 
Tel: (011)(45) 86 81 4222 
Fax: (011)(45) 86 80 1393 
 
Marius Petersen A/S 
Orbaekvej 49 
5863  Ferritslev 
Tel: (011)(45) 65 98 1078 
Fax: (011)(45) 65 98 2440  
 
R98 
Kraftvaerksvej 25 
2300  Copenhagen S. 
Tel: (011)(45) 31 95 1898 
Fax: (011)(45) 31 54 1855 
 
Babcock & Wilcox Voelund 
Abildager 11 
2605  Brondby 
Tel: (011)(45) 43 45 2200 
Fax: (011)(45) 43 45 2459 
 
I. Kruger  
Gladsaxevej 363 
2860  Soborg 
Tel: (011)(45) 39 69 0222 
Fax: (011)(45) 39 69 0806 
 
ABB Energi & Industri A/S (ABB Sweden) 
Meterbuen 33 
2740  Skovlunde 
Tel: (011)(45) 42 91 4411  



Fax: (011)(45) 44 80 0707 
 
VI.  List of Trade Events  
 
Show:  DanMiljo '02 (Biennial) 
Site:  City of Herning, Denmark  
Date:  April, 2002 
Organizers:  Herning Exhibition Center 

Vardevej 1 
7400  Herning 
Tel: (011)(45) 97 12 6000 
Fax: (011)(45) 97 22 3060 

 
This is Scandinavia's largest trade fair for environmental products and technology with 
more than 400 exhibitors and a full conference program.  The organizers include the 
Danish Ministry of the Environment, the Danish Waste Management Association and the 
Confederation of Danish Industries.  It is a trade-only show. 
## 
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